
JOSEPH AS A PICTURE OF JESUS
Jacob, who was later named Israel by the Lord, had twelve sons.  These sons each became the patriarch of large families, or tribes, and together all of these families are known as the “Children of Israel.”  Jacob’s favorite son was Joseph.  We know Joseph as the recipient of the “coat of many colors” or the “richly ornamented robe.”  Joseph, as the favorite of Jacob is a picture of Jesus.

There have been many studies showing how Joseph foreshadows Jesus.  There are over thirty ways in which Joseph is a type of Jesus.  Here are some of them:

• Joseph was the favorite son.  Jesus is God’s beloved Son.  

• Joseph’s brothers hated him.  The Jews hated Jesus.  

• When in Egypt Joseph was second in command three times:



1 - In Potiphar’s house



2 - In prison 



3 - In all of Egypt as second only to Pharaoh  


Jesus is second only to God the Father.  

• When Joseph’s brothers saw him the first time in Egypt, they did not recognize him.  The Jews did not recognize Jesus as Messiah the first time.  

• The second time in Egypt Joseph revealed his identity to his astounded brothers.  When Jesus returns, the Jews will recognize Him and be astounded.  (Zechariah 12:10)

• Joseph said to his brothers, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.” (Genesis 50:20).

Jesus came to save the souls of mankind.

Joseph received honor from Pharaoh and double honor from his father.  Jacob made each of the two sons of Joseph a separate tribal leader.  That is why there are tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, but no tribe of Joseph.  He is represented twice.

Today, Jesus is honored by His Heavenly Father.  Jesus sits at the place of honor on the right hand of God. (Acts 2:33)
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